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JEWISH APOLOGETICS (49) 

ANSWERING JEWISH OBJECTION #40 

(DDR #668) 

 

Objection #38: The Holy Spirit is not the so-called Third Person of the Trinity.  

 

 Brown’s short response to this objection: 

 

Rather than discuss the Trinity again (see 3.1 above), let’s focus on one question: Is the 

Holy Spirit only a “what,” or are there dimensions in which the Spirit is a “who”? From 

Scripture is can be demonstrated that God’s Spirit is more than just an abstract power. 

The Holy Spirit is part of God’s very essence and clearly has personality. The New 

Testament simply expands on these established, biblical truths, which, interestingly 

enough, are treated in a similar way in some later Rabbinic traditions.
1
 

 

 Following this discussion, Brown lists passages and Jewish scholars to demonstrate that 

the Holy Spirit is a Person. Consider all the activities of the Holy Spirit in both the Old 

Testament and New Testament. He is a Person of the Godhead who can be grieved, who teaches, 

and who indwells believers—in both the Old Testament and New Testament: 

Isaiah 63:10 But they rebelled And grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore, He turned 

Himself to become their enemy, He fought against them.  
 

Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed 

for the day of redemption.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
 1Michael L. Brown, Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus: General and Historical Objections—Volume 2, 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2000), 52-59.  In his book, Brown lists the objection and then gives a short 

response that is followed by a more developed response. This DDR series, for the most part, tracks the objection and 

his short response, after which you will find my comments. I highly recommend his book if you are interested in his 

longer responses (there is far too much material to include in the DDRs).   
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Nehemiah 9:20 "And Thou didst give Thy good Spirit to instruct them, Thy manna 

Thou didst not withhold from their mouth, And Thou didst give them water for their 

thirst.  

 

Nehemiah 9:30 "However, Thou didst bear with them for many years, And 

admonished them by Thy Spirit through Thy prophets, Yet they would not give ear. 

Therefore Thou didst give them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.  
 

  
John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, 

He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  

 

 

 

 

Psalm 51:11 Do not cast me away from Thy presence, And do not take Thy Holy Spirit 

from me.  

 

Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong 

to Him.  

 
  
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit 

of God dwells in you?  

 

 

It is just a matter of time when we will enjoy the realities of 

 

Revelation 21:1-3 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 

first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 
2
 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 
3
 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and 

God Himself shall be among them, 

 

Wow!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

On the Glory Road,  

Pastor Don     

 


